
 
 

 
 

 
 

Kansas Grain and Feed Association 
Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association 

  
October 5, 2022 

Office of Pesticide Programs 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460-0001 
 
Submitted via Federal Rulemaking Portal: www.regulations.gov. 

Re: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OPP-2013-0266. Pesticide Registration Review; 
Proposed Revisions to the Atrazine Interim Registration Review Decision 
Memorandum, published in Federal Register, 87 FR 39822. 

 
On July 5, 2022, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced 
it had re-evaluated the current level of concern for atrazine herbicide and proposed a 
revised interim registration review. EPA issued a notice of its memorandum for public 
review and comment. 

In 2020, EPA published its final atrazine registration review decision, setting the aquatic 
level of concern (CE-LOC) at 15 parts per billion (ppb). EPA has now reopened this 
issue by proposing to alter its 2020 published decision. EPA has proposed an ultra-low 
CE-LOC of 3.4 ppb with additional label mitigation measures required for atrazine. This 
proposal would dramatically limit atrazine’s use on corn, sorghum, and other crops. 

Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association (KARA) is a voluntary trade association 
whose membership includes over 700 agribusiness firms that are primarily retail 
facilities supplying fertilizers, crop protection chemicals, commercial application services 
and seed to Kansas farmers. KARA serves as a representative voice for the 
agribusiness industry. 

Kansas Grain and Feed Association (KGFA) is a voluntary state association with a 
membership encompassing the entire spectrum of the grain receiving, storage, 
processing and shipping industry in Kansas. KGFA’s membership includes over 950 
Kansas business locations and represents 99% of the commercially licensed grain 
storage in the state.   
 
As participants in the production agriculture industry, EPA’s proposed changes in this 
registration review would directly impact members of Kansas Grain and Feed 
Association, Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association, and their farmer customers. 
These associations, therefore, jointly submit the following comments.  
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EPA’s Proposed Revision Not Based on Scientific Standards 
 
EPA’s proposed revision to the 2020 Atrazine Registration Decision is unnecessary and 
is inconsistent with decades of science-based studies and reviews. Specifically, the 
proposed 3.4 ppb aquatic level of concern (CELOC) is not based on credible scientific 
evidence. This flawed proposal is based on an errant prediction model that itself is 
supported by faulty and overly speculative presumptions.  
 
EPA’s decision to adopt an LOC of 15 ppb in 2019 (confirmed by EPA’s IRRD in 2020) 
was the result of a years-long scientific review process, reflected the Agency’s careful 
consideration of the extensive scientific record and “significant public comments [and] 
concerns” received from all stakeholders during the registration review process, and 
incorporated recommendations from multiple SAPs. The 15 ppb LOC is conservative, 
scientifically valid, and highly protective of aquatic plant communities. 
 
EPA’s Proposed Label Restrictions Ill-Advised and Unnecessary 
 
EPA’s proposed mitigations and strict use requirements are poorly defined and entirely 
impracticable. The proposed label changes reducing the application rate, banning use 
48 hours before “predicted” rain events, and eliminating aerial application, would 
effectively create a de facto deregistration of this necessary crop protection product. 

Without the currently authorized use of atrazine, Kansas farmers will be required to 
implement unclear, impractical, and costly mitigations. These label restrictions would 
create a great deal of confusion among farmers, neighboring landowners, crop 
consultants, custom applicators, and state regulators. 

Atrazine’s Strong Record of Safe Use  
 
Atrazine remains one of the most extensively studied, reviewed and regulated 
agricultural products in the world. It has a proven track record of more than 60 years of 
safe and effective use in agricultural crop production.  
 
Vigorous scientific studies and data confirm that atrazine is used without unreasonable 
risks to human health, the environment, or aquatic life. In fact, EPA has close to 7,000 
studies of atrazine on file. By comparison, most herbicide products are run through 
around 200 studies before being registered as safe for use.  
 
Atrazine’s registration follows more than a decade of scientifically comprehensive 
reviews that acknowledge atrazine’s safety when used according to the label. Atrazine 
has also been confirmed safe for use by international standards. The World Health 
Organization approved for use in 2003, and the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization approved for use in 2007. Further, Great Britain (2000), Canada (2004) 
and Australia (2008) have all confirmed atrazine as safe for use. 
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Benefits of Atrazine in Kansas Agricultural Production 
 
Kansas is a leading agricultural producer in agricultural commodities, including grain 
sorghum and corn. Corn and grain sorghum production support the grain handling, 
livestock, and ethanol industries in Kansas. All these industries are dependent on the 
use of Atrazine as an agricultural crop protectant.  
 
Atrazine is widely used in at least 70 pre-emergence herbicide tank mix formulations 
which broaden the spectrum of weed species control, weed resistance management, 
and residual control. It is one of the best weed control tools available. It is especially 
beneficial in controlling herbicide resistance in weeds.  
 
Atrazine is one of the few products available that is both safe and effective for use both 
as a pre-emergent and post-emergent herbicide. In addition, atrazine is not at risk of 
volatizing when applied when air temperatures increase, which greatly reduces the 
potential for drift or volatilization onto neighboring crops or other vegetation. 
 
While atrazine applied post-emergence is safe for use on grain sorghum and other 
crops, many other post-emergent herbicides can cause leaf burn and stunting, increase 
lodging or cause stalks to become brittle, all of which can reduce yield. In addition, 
university field trials have found that using atrazine to control weeds can increase yields 
by nearly 6 bushels an acre.  
 
Environmental Benefits of Atrazine 
 
EPA’s 2020 Atrazine registration proposal would cause severe negative impacts to 
carbon-smart farming practices, already in place, which require effective weed control.  
 
Atrazine has allowed Kansas producers to adopt environmentally sound conservation 
tillage methods. These practices reduce wind and water erosion of our precious topsoil, 
diminish soil compaction, preserve soil moisture, and reduce energy usage by limiting 
the number of times tractors and equipment traverse farm ground. In a state like 
Kansas, where drought conditions often persist, preserving moisture levels is critical.  
 
Much of the Kansas cropland is irrigated ground. Significant research is currently 
focused on technologies and production strategies that reduce the use of ground water, 
such as non-tillage. Proven crop protection products like atrazine are an integral 
component to that process.  
 
Atrazine is critical for controlling weeds, enabling no-till farming, and managing weed 
resistance issues. Controlling weed growth in fields using atrazine helps to ensure that 
crops, not weeds, are making use of the available water and nutrients in the soil. This 
allows the plant to maximize yield potential, optimizing overall production efficiency and 
a decreased need for water and fertilizers.  
 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OPP-2013-0266 
 

4 
 

Atrazine also allows for good soil residual, which often gives season-long control of 
many broadleaf weeds with a single application. Use of atrazine often reduces the need 
for either a follow-up herbicide application, or the need for application of other 
alternative herbicides that typically require a second application. Use of alternative 
products generally increases the number of trips over a field, which increases soil 
compaction.  
 
Economic Benefits of Atrazine 
 
Atrazine is one of the most affordable weed control options for Kansas farmers. The 
entire agricultural industry would suffer harm from the loss of atrazine as a crop 
protection option. In fact, a University of Chicago study found that the loss of atrazine 
could cost farmers as much as $59 per acre. Farmers typically apply atrazine at a cost 
below $7.50 per acre, as compared to alternative pre-emergent herbicides which can 
cost closer to $22.00 per acre.  
 
Loss of full use of atrazine as a crop protectant would have a negative impact on 
farmers due to likely higher cost of alternative, less effective herbicides; loss of yields 
due to less effective herbicides and fewer herbicide alternatives; and increased fuel 
costs associated with additional tillage. 
 
Summary 
 
Atrazine herbicide serves as an important part of modern production agriculture. The 
ability to use this safe and reliable crop protection product, at agronomically sound 
rates, has far reaching implications on Kansas crop production agriculture. For that 
reason, we would request that this safe and effective crop protection product continue to 
be made available to Kansas farmers.  
 
Specifically, we request that EPA retain the current aquatic level of concern at 15 parts 
per billion for atrazine, and not adopt the additional proposed label mitigation measures. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments and recommendations.  
 
Randy Stookey  
General Counsel  
Kansas Grain and Feed Association                
Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Assocation 
785-234.0461 | Randy@kansasag.org        
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