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RE: Request for Comment Period Extension for “National Level Threatened and Endangered 
Species Biological Evaluations for Clothianidin, Imidacloprid and Thiamethoxam” (EPA-HQ-
OPP-2021-0575) 

 
Dear Ms. Perry, 
 
We are writing to respectfully request that EPA extend the comment period for the draft biological 
evaluations (BE) for clothianidin, imidacloprid, and thiamethoxam. As the Agency is aware, these 
evaluations are lengthy, complex assessments. To ensure we can provide EPA with the best feedback 
possible as the Agency works to finalize the BEs, we request a 45-day extension of the comment period 
for the draft BEs for these three chemistries. 
 
As EPA knows, the draft BEs are lengthy and complex. Each draft BE and their appendices contain 
hundreds of pages of material. For stakeholders who have an interest in all three chemistries, this 
equates to reviewing more than a thousand pages of material to prepare a response. Furthermore, 
these chemistries have unique uses compared with other chemistries for which the Agency has 
previously prepared draft BEs. For example, these chemistries have significant seed treatment uses 
which has not been the case with other chemistries. This poses more intricate considerations that 
stakeholders will want to comment regarding and on which EPA may appreciate feedback, however 
collecting and preparing this additional information takes time. 
 
Since the implementation of the revised method, we are unaware of any draft BEs for which the Agency 
has not yet granted a comment period extension, largely due to the complexity and length of the 
evaluations. Extensions were granted for those single chemistry draft BEs. In this instance, stakeholders 
are being asked to comment on assessments for not one, but three chemistries simultaneously. More 
time is needed to provide the Agency with the quality feedback it seeks. 
 
Thank you in advance to your consideration of this 45-day comment period extension request. We look 
forward to the opportunity of providing EPA with meaningful, quality feedback on these draft BEs which 
would be better facilitated with a comment period extension. 
 
Sincerely, 
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